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Andalusia Academy Charity Dinner – Sunday 21 December 2003

It was a truly spectacular charity dinner attended by over 200 people form Bristol and other parts of the UK. The event was organised by BIST and held at the prestigious British Empire & Commonwealth Museum in Bristol. The special guest Lord Nazir Ahmed with his passion for the Andalusia Academy contributed to the huge success where £55 000 was raised. 

At 2:30pm the guests were received in the hall in a pure Islamic mood created by Hafiz Farzeen with his excellent live Nasheeds (Islamic sings). The event commenced at 3:00pm with recitation of the Quran, also by Hafiz Farzeen. After this Arif Khan, MC presented the details of the evening’s events and introduced the first speaker Sr Sedef Rashid. Being an educational psychologist, she talked about the tensions and compromises faced by Muslim children in non-Islamic environments.

The tone of the evening was set and the special guest Lord Nazir Ahmed approached the stage with keenness and enthusiasm. He began by praising and thanking BIST for the professional and well-planned event. He then moved on to the speech by clearly stating the importance of establishing an Islamic School in Bristol. The guests were well and truly gripped by the charisma, enthusiasm and energy in Lord Ahmed’s speech. 

In order to bring context to the Andalusia Academy, Dr Gassan Nounu gave a presentation, highlighting the background of BIST, its objective and the findings of a survey. The survey conducted a few years back clearly stated that there is an urgent need for an Islamic school. Dr Nounu presented and discussed the mission statement of BIST: ‘Establish a full time Islamic school that provides high quality National Curriculum education incorporating Islamic studies as a core element of the syllabus’. He also made references to the business plan for Andalusia Academy, which was given to all guests in the welcome packs. 

After the Maghrib prayer a number of speakers including Hafiz Nagib Khan (Darul Uloom, Leicester), Molana Abdul Rahman (Bristol Jamia Masjid) and Abdul Wahaab (Bangladesh Association) appealed to the audience. They passionately talked about the importance of supporting this noble cause. They urged the guests to assist Andalusia Academy. Mr Abdul Wahab and Molana Abdul Rahman gave the speeches in Bengali and Urdu respectively. This certainly helped to capture the hearts and minds of the diverse range of guests.

The event was planned and managed by the Funding and Community Liaison Group. The event was a major success due to the overwhelming support it received from the whole community including local businesses. The group has been working to raise funds for the Andalusia Academy since its establishments in March 2003. However, the charity dinner was its most successful strategy. 

May Allah reward the efforts of all those who participated to make the charity event a major success. Also, BIST’s management committees would like to thank everybody for their hard work, kind donations and valuable time.
