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MORI survey shows demand for Islamic school

June 2004
BIST moves a step closer to establishing an Islamic school in Bristol. This resulted from the findings of a recent MORI research, which were presented on Wednesday 2 June 2004 at the Council House. Both John Gaskin (the Director of Education at the time) and Carol Gay from MORI acknowledged, there is overwhelming support for an Islamic school in Bristol.

Due to a previous commitment by Bristol City Council, MORI was commissioned to conduct a comprehensive research. Over a number of months, MORI interviewed a wide range of Muslims, from selected areas in Bristol. The findings are considered to be an accurate representation of the whole Muslim community.

A joint presentation by MORI and the Council revealed that the Muslims strongly support the effort being made by BIST to establish a school. The parents would prefer to send their children to such a school. This would enable the children to receive a high standard of secondary education in an Islamic environment.

Some existing schools in Bristol make effort to accommodate for the needs of Muslim children. However, parents believe this goes nowhere towards providing a proper Islamic environment which the children need. Bristol schools, particularly those in the inner city, have poor GCSE pass rates. The middle class Muslim families highlighted this, which also adds strength to the call for an Islamic school. Islamic schools in the UK generally out perform other equivalent schools. BIST aims to establish a school that would deliver excellent secondary education, utilising the National Curriculum but in an Islamic environment.

The event was jointly organised by BIST and the Local Education Authority. A number of key representatives from various organisations and businesses attended the evening’s presentation. BIST, BMCS, Bristol Arabic Classes, Sunday Islamic Classes, Bangladesh Association, Pakistani Association and Brunel Associates welcomed the MORI findings.

John Gaskin was very encouraged by the MORI findings and has agreed to reconvene the Islamic School Working Group which was set up in 2001. He suggested that a process be followed to try and arrive at a fair and acceptable end. He did however state that demand alone does not mean that the Council would automatically grant an Islamic school. However, the Muslims strongly believe that they have the right to exercise their parental choice, i.e. send their children to a school that they choose.
